the editor's intention is to provide an up-to-date account of therapeutic practice.
The scope of this large volume is very wide. General medical treatment is covered extensively, and there are large sections on dermatology, and on obstetrics and gynxcology. A shorter subsection deals with the management of the commoner psychiatric problems. In most sections the management of patients is described in detail, and many valuable practical points are made. There are some surprising omissions; for example, in a 90-page section on treatment of infections, I could find no mention of the treatment of leptospirosis.
The book is divided into 304 separate sections, contributed by about 350 authors and it is inevitable that there is considerable variation in quality. Most of the sections reflect the author's personal opinions on treatment, which are not necessarily those generally favoured; for instance, the view that oral quinidine is the method of choice for restoring normal rhythm in patients with atrial fibrillation would find very few adherents in this country. Certain conditions are covered more than once in different sections, and there is some internal inconsistency in the recommended treatments: in view of the tendency to avoid presenting evidence of the value of different treatments, this may be no bad thing. It is perhaps symptomatic of the age, that the editors have seen the need to include a section on the treatment of tear-gas poisoning.
In short, this is an expensive text, with a wide coverage; the average standard is high, but variable; I think it is unfortunate that no references are included. Despite its good points, I would not regard this volume as the 'best buy' in therapeutics. This atlas is the product of a combined American-German team and, as might be expected, neither money nor attention to detail has been spared in its production. It sells in this country for £31 17s 6d and at this price is not likely to find its way on to the bookshelves of many private individuals. But what does one obtain for the money?
Excluding the index, there are just over 300 large pages on which are to be found 1,637 illustrations. Almost all those of histology and all those of X-rays are in black and white, the latter being excellent. The histology reproductions are adequate but are perhaps the weakest point in the book, many of them being of too low a magni-fication to enable identification of the lesions to be made with certainty.
The vast majority of ENT conditions are diagnosed by their appearance, and this being so an atlas of the subject has particular value. This book illustrates in brilliant colour (and no praise can be too high for the quality of its pictures) all conditions that are seen commonly as well as those that come but once in a lifetime. Beneath each are a few usually valuable comments on the subject in question, and when appropriate a linedrawing alongside suitably labelled to aid interpretation in detail.
This is a book which should fill a place in all comprehensive medical libraries and wherever teaching of ear, nose and throat surgery and endoscopy takes place. It should be frequently off the shelf and it is hard to envisage it being superseded by a better atlas. London: J & A Churchill 1969 As the operations of surgery increase in both complexity and numbers it becomes more and more difficult for a textbook to give adequate cover to the whole range of the subject for the general surgical reader. The book here reviewed is the second half of an important new twovolume publication on operative surgery which makes an ambitious effort to carry out this task. It covers the more specialized aspects of surgery, including operations on the head and neck, the upper respiratory tract, the heart, major vessels and the lungs, orthopadics, and peripheral vascular and ophthalmic procedures. For this the editors have collected a team of contributors, comprising eleven surgeons, a physician and an anesthetist, most of whom derive from University College Hospital, London.
Each chapter covers far more than a bare description of operative procedures, since surgical pathology, special investigations, indications for intervention and post-operative care all receive due attention. Relevant references are mentioned within the text. The illustrations comprise numerous line drawings, most of which are commendably clear, but a number are rather small so that details become obscured; a point that might be worth revision in subsequent editions.
Although a specialist volume, this is designed for a general surgeon and trainee; the specialist himself will obviously look to more sophisticated monographs in his own particular field. Certainly this is a book which will be of considerable
